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Foreword Dear friends of football,

I am proud to present you the 14th UEFA Club Licensing Benchmarking Report, an in-depth analysis of European football finances and a true testament to the robustness and resilience of our 
sport. This year's report vividly highlights how quickly European football is recovering from unprecedented threats while remaining as appealing as ever to fans, investors, and sponsors.

And I want to start with the fans, who proved once more to be the true essence of our beautiful game. First, they were on thefrontlines of defending proper football and European values. 
Now, they are filling the stadiums again, creating a magnificent atmosphere that was missing in the last two years. At the same time, they offered unconditional support for their players on the 
pitch and a much-needed boost in revenues from home matches for their clubs. Some people call this passion, dedication, devotion, or even fanaticism. I call it true love.

This report also makes it clear how extraordinary European football's resilience has been during and after the COVID-19 pandemicΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ϵтōƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
challenging period, we are happy to see that so far the top division clubs' revenues are higher than they were on pre-pandemic levels. That proves that football is not only standing tall; it is 
bouncing back.

Thus, football remains very attractive - sponsors, commercial partners, and broadcasters are delighted to be part of the game and were a fundamental part of the revenue growth picture in 
2022. Moreover, the open model of European football competitions remains attractive to investors, as witnessed by the record-breaking number of club takeovers and minority investments 
reached in the last two seasons.

I am also proud to see how much the section on women's football has expanded. It portrays well its increasing popularity across the continent, as indicated by the enormous successes of UEFA 
Women's EURO 2022 and the UEFA Women's Champions League.

This report also indicates the most significant challenges for clubs come from the cost side. Despite the unprecedented turmoil of recent years, wages have continued to grow, rising on 
average by 16 per cent compared to pre-pandemic standards. Top-division players' salaries, for example, have more than doubled during the past decade. And while this is not a negative trend 
per se, it is clear that many are compromising their economic sustainability in their reckless pursuit of success.

Therefore, UEFA and its member associations must remain vigilant and strictly implement the rules of financial sustainabilityat European and domestic level. UEFA took the first step last 
summer by introducing the first squad cost ratio rule in the new Financial Sustainability Regulations, restricting spending on wages, transfers, and agent fees. Clubs will be assessed against  
limit on these costs, moving from 90% in 2023 to 70% in 2025, providing a timely and direct measure between squad costs and income to encourage more performance-related costs, while 
limiting the market inflation of wages and transfer costs of players. The key is now to remain fair, strict, and consistent.

As football navigates through its darkest times, we must remember the lessons we learned during this period. And the one thatI keep underlining is the unity of the European football family. 
We can overcome any threat or challenge by working together and remaining faithful to our beautiful sport.

Aleksander2ŜŦŜǊƛƴ

UEFAPresident



Appendices

4
Contents Summary

THE EUROPEAN CLUB FOOTBALLING LANDSCAPE

INTRODUCTION



Appendices

5
Contents Summary

Introduction
/ƭǳōǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ Ƙŀǎ 

exacerbated concentration at the top end of the pyramid. In a context with large revenue differentials, whether 

between clubs within a league or within different leagues of the same or different countries, the incentives to 

overspend in playing talent become bigger and bigger and push clubs to take increasingly more risks, as 

demonstrated by a record, as well as deeply concentrated, transfer spending reported in the last summer and 

winter transfer window. This in turn generates inflation on salaries and transfer fees. In such a fast-developing 

context, finding the right mix of sporting and economic success has become even more challenging but still 

remain possible, as many clubs are demonstrating.

During the last two years, a more lenient financial fair play regime reflecting the force majeure nature of the 

pandemic was necessary. Looking ahead, the imminent implementation of new financial sustainability 

regulations is timely and clearly required. These should force clubs to better plan their squad strategy in the 

future as well as their debt structure, failing which, clubs risk to incur strict penalties. UEFA's rules apply to clubs 

competing in international competitions, but the current financial context demands a well-balanced and firm 

intervention from all stakeholders. Harmonised approaches at international and domestic level are necessary 

and strongly encouraged in order to limit imbalances and overspending and to promote solidarity and 

competition. As long as differences on key regulatory sporting and financial matters continue between 

domestic leagues, competitive dynamics including the ability to attract playing talent will be further affected.

This edition of the benchmarking report will be the last in its current guise, a format that has accompanied us 

for the last 14 years. The breadth and depth of data collected has become so important, that it has become 

difficult to present and analyse all of them in detail in one single report. For this reason, as from the end of the 

2022/23 season, the UEFA Intelligence centre will publish two reports: one focusing more on competitions, 

sporting and transfer data that will be published after each summer transfer window, and one presenting the 

latest financial data and trends that will be published towards the end of the year.

This report would not have been possible without the considerable input and support of a great many clubs and 

national licensing managers, as well as numerous colleagues, to whom we extend our thanks for producing the 

most accurate and comprehensive analysis on European football currently available.

AndreaTraverso

Directorof FinancialSustainability& Research

Thechallengefor financialsustainabilityis greater than ever:ϵ3.1bn lossesin 2020; ϵ4.7bn lossesin 2021
and again anotherϵ2.5/3bn lossesestimated for 2022. Covidhas undoubtedly left deep scarsthat are
difficult to heal,at leastin the short term.

Thelatest UEFAClubLicensingBenchmarkingReportpaintsa concerningpicture of Europeanclub football
financesandshouldactasa callfor morefinancialdiscipline.

Encouragingsignsneverthelessexist. Revenuesare bouncingback, and fans and investorshave shown
unprecedentedlevelsof interest in football. Onlya limited numberof clubsentered insolvencyprocedures
duringthe pandemic,provingonceagainthe resilienceof our gameto different typesof crises.

But while overall revenueshave bounced back to pre-pandemic levels, especiallynow that fans have
returned to stadia, cost managementhas been lacking rigour, pushing clubs towards red figures and
requiring important capital injectionsand/or externaldebt financingto secureoperations. Nowadays,with
revenuesagainon the rise, the focuslieson costcontrol. Sure,revenuesare not growingat the samepace
everywhereand presentfurther marginsof growth, especiallyin those leaguesand clubsthat havelacked
longer-term investment in infrastructure, youth development or successfulcommercialstrategies,but,
overall,it isclearfor everyoneto seethat better, moredisciplined,costcontrol is required.

In a more inflationary inclined economiccontext, operating expenseshave been growing fast acrossall
leagues(+11%to pre-pandemiclevels)andabsorbnowadaysan average33%of the total revenues. But it is
wagesthat impact the most, with an average70% of total revenuesestimated for 2022. Oncetransfer
results are added (increasedduring the pandemicby rising amortisation chargesand depressedtransfer
profits), the wages+ transfer/revenueratio reachesan unsustainableaverageof 83%(peaksof 120%have
beenreported).

Bankdebt hasgrown by 51%- this figure ignoresǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΩfactoring,which althougha financialdebt, it is
commonlyreported as transfer debtsςleavingclubsexposedto recent volatility in the financialmarkets.
Inflationary spikesand political instability have causedinterest rates to increasesharply in the last year.
Largelyleveragedclubshave found themselvesunpreparedand are exposedto a new phenomenonthat
followsa twelve-yearperiodof historicallylow rates.

It is no surprisethen, that investmentfunds and private equity investorshavebecomevery active in the
football industry,confirmingthe current financialdistresssufferedby a sectorthat analystsconsiderhighly
undervalued. And it is exactly the forecastedhigh margin for future growth that should be encouraging.
Scratchingthe surfaceof aggregatefigures,the report informsthat two-third of the lossesare generatedby
only a dozenof clubs; that 45% of the clubsreport a break-even result; that severalof the currently well
performingclubsat domesticleveldo sobyhavingtheir financesin order.
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2. Squad regulation and player usage

4 Transfers trends

6. Club revenues

7. Club costs

8. Transfer result

10. Balance sheets and cash flow

11. Club ownership and investment
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CHAPTER #01
Domesticfootball comesin manydifferent shapesandforms. Thisfirst chaptertakes
a unique look at the continuallychangingformats and calendarsof ƳŜƴΩǎdomestic
competitions. It alsolooksat the latestchangesto¦9C!Ωǎclubcompetitions.

MENôS COMPETITION LANDSCAPE

Competition Landscape CHAPTER 1
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¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлннκно ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ Ŏƭǳō Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǇǊŜ-pandemic look. This chapter documents the 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ Lǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻf aseason calendar that has mostly 
reverted back to the norm and describes how the atypical FIFA 2022 World Cup schedule has impacted club competitions.

Top divisions

54

National cup 
competition

54

8

League cup 
competition

Super cup 
competition

30

Number of domestic 
competitions across Europe

Map of top-division clubs by 
calendar period in 2022/23 (2022)

Winter 
calendar

Summer 
calendar

Contents KPIs

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

* Ukrainian cup is not being held for the 2022/23 season
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Domestic leagues adapt their schedules for FIFA World Cup break

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ 
in late September
Many domestic leagueand cup competitionshave seen unprecedentedcalendar
disruption in the 2022/23 seasonowing to the schedulingof the 2022 FIFAWorld
Cupin Qatar. Leagueshavehadto start their seasonsearlierandwill completethem
later than usual. The Gibraltar National Leaguebegan its 2022/23 seasonon 30
September,making it the last top division in Europeto commencecompetition.
LŎŜƭŀƴŘΩǎÚrvalsdeildkarla has the shortest seasonof any Europeantop division,
lastingjust 194days,equivalentto aroundsixanda half months. At the other endof
the spectrum, Austria will have the longest season at just under 51 weeks,
equivalentto over 11 months. LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎtop divisionwas the first to start its 2022
season,kickingoff on 18 February; LŎŜƭŀƴŘΩǎwas the first to finish, with the final
matchesof its seasonbeingplayedon 29 October. All of9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎtop divisionsare
set to concludetheir seasonsby mid-July2023.

¦9C!Ωǎ Ŏƭǳō ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭ

Thegroupstagesof¦9C!Ωǎclubcompetitionsbeganon 6 September,a weekearlier
than in the previousseason,and were completedover a month earlier than usual,
endingon 3 Novemberbefore the start of the 2022FIFAWorld Cup. Theknockout
stageswill follow the standardschedule,althoughmatchesfrom the quarter-finals
onwardswill be later than usual(UCLfinal on June10th).

9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ-division 
seasons range from

27 to 51 
weeks

The increase in mid-week fixtures in 
order to adapt the schedule has 

made the calendar more congested 
than usual

ALB
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ARM

AUT

AZE

BEL

BIH

BLR

BUL

CRO

CYP

CZE

DEN

ENG

ESP

EST

FIN

FRA

FRO

GEO

GER

GIB

GRE

HUN

IRL

ISL

ISR

Start End
Break

2022 2023

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

24/05/2023

21/05/2023

31/05/2023

11/07/2023

28/05/2023

21/05/2023

27/05/2023

29/11/2022

01/05/2023

03/06/2023

28/05/2023

28/05/2023

30/06/2023

28/05/2023

04/06/2023

12/11/2022

09/11/2022

04/06/2023

22/11/2022

03/12/2022

27/05/2023

23/04/2023

14/05/2023

27/05/2023

04/11/2022

29/10/2022

13/05/2023

27/05/2023

Contents KPIs
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Start End
Break

ITA

KAZ

KOS

LTU

LUX

LVA

MDA

MKD

MLT

MNE

NED

NIR

NOR

POL

POR

ROU

RUS

SCO

SMR

SRB

SUI

SVK

SVN

SWE

TUR

UKR

WAL

2022 2023

9No mid-season break

Between 1 
and 2 months 15

20**2 months or more

Increase in mid-season breaks
Due to the unusual2022 FIFAWorld Cup schedulein late
Novemberand December,most winter leagueshave had to
adapt their calendarsto allow playersto join their national
teams. Leaguesthat alreadyhad mid-seasonbreaks* started
them over a month early, while other competitions,suchas
the EnglishPremierLeague,introducedanexceptionalbreak.

Percentage of leagues that 
have scheduled a mid-
season break of one 

month or more

65%

Between 2 weeks
and 1 month 10

Top divisions across Europe have adapted their mid-season breaks 
and calendars to fit the 2022 FIFA World Cup schedule 

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

04/06/2023

31/05/2023

06/11/2022

11/11/2022

31/05/2023

12/11/2022

31/05/2023

15/05/2023

29/04/2023

31/05/2023

28/05/2023

29/04/2023

13/11/2022

03/06/2023

30/05/2023

31/05/2023

03/06/2023

28/05/2023

15/05/2023

27/05/2023

29/05/2023

31/05/2023

20/05/2023

06/11/2022

28/05/2023

03/06/2023

30/05/2023

* Breaks are defined as rest periods covering all teams simultaneously, i.e. they exclude situations where a league splits one 
matchweek over two weekends. ** MNE & KOS have not confirmed the end of the mid season break at the release time of the report

Contents KPIs
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20

LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ

ALB, ARM, AZE, CRO, EST, FRO, GEO,  
IRL, KOS, LTU, LVA, MNE, SUI, SVN

AUT, BIH, DEN, FIN, HUN, ISL, 
NIR, SCO, SVK, WAL

ENG, ESP, FRA, ITA

BEL, GER, NED, POL, POR

BLR, BUL, CZE, LUX, NOR, ROU, RUS, 
SRB, SWE, UKR

SMR

CYP, GRE, ISR, KAZ, MLT

AND, MDA

19

18

16

15

14

12

11

10

GIB, MKD

Top divisions that have changed in size
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8

Total number of top-
division matches in 

2022/23 (2022)

12,108

тон Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
нлннκно όнлннύ  ŜɐƛƎƘǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ

Number of top-division teams

TUR

A
Z

E

B
U

L

L
V

A

Number of top-ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ Χ
Fiveof 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎtop divisionshave increasedin size,with only two of them
shrinking. The number of teams in the top divisionhas decreasedby one in
both North Macedonia and Türkiye, and increasedby two in Azerbaijan,
Bulgaria,Cyprus,Latviaand Malta. The total number of teams is up by 18
compared with pre-pandemic levels and by eight compared with the last
completedseason.

Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǊƛǎŜǎ 
The total number of top-division matches has increasedby just over 1%.
AcrossEurope,sevenleagueshave added matches,with only three leagues
havingfewer gamesthan in the seasonbefore. As a result of increasingthe
sizeof its top division from eight to ten teams,Azerbaijanhasrecordedthe
largestjump,from 112to 180matches.

{ƘŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

Contents KPIs
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Fewer format changes as post-pandemic return to normality continues

{ǇƭƛǘπǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘ

67%33%

Yes No

44%50%

Tie breaker
(if points are equal in 
the regular season)

IŜŀŘπǘƻπ
ƘŜŀŘ

Goal
difference

6%

Other

Shapes and forms of top divisions and cup competitions

Two rounds (17) Four rounds (13)

Three rounds (5)

![.
!b5
!½9
/wh
9{¢

AUT
BEL
CYP

BLR
ENG
ESP
FRA
GER
ITA

CZE
FIN
ISL

ARM
BIH 
FRO
HUN
MKD

DEN
SVK
WAL

KAZ
LUX
MLT
NED
NOR
POL

No league (1) 

[L9

GEO
IRL
KOS
LTU
LVA

NIR
SCO

POR
RUS
SWE
TUR
UKR

Other (2) 

SMR
MDA

Split: two and 
one (4) 

Split: three and 
one (2) 

{ǇƭƛǘΥ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǿƻ όсύ 

Split: one  
and two (1) 

GIB

Split: two and 
one/two (4) 

BUL
GRE
ISR

ROU

MNE
SUI
SVN

SRB

Fewer format changes as the pandemic recedes
Fivedivisionshavechangedtheir format relative to previousseasons. In three of
thesecases(Andorra,Estoniaand Malta), the divisionhasswitchedto a straight
leagueformat. For Estoniaand Malta, this is a return to the situation as it was
prior to the COVIDoutbreak.
On the other hand, Moldova and Iceland have moved from a straight league
format to a split season.

¢Ŝƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ
¢ƘŜǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭŦƻǊƳŀǘΣƛƴǿƘƛŎƘŜŀŎƘǘŜŀƳǇƭŀȅǎŜǾŜǊȅƻǘƘŜǊǘŜŀƳǘǿƛŎŜΣƘƻƳŜ
ŀƴŘŀǿŀȅΣǊŜƳŀƛƴǎǘƘŜƳƻǎǘŎƻƳƳƻƴƛƴ9ǳǊƻǇŜΣŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘōȅŀŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƴǿƘƛŎƘ
ǘŜŀƳǎǇƭŀȅŜŀŎƘƻǘƘŜǊŦƻǳǊǘƛƳŜǎΦLǘƛǎƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜǘƘŀǘǘƘŜƴǳƳōŜǊƻŦǘƻǇŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ
ǿƛǘƘŀǎǇƭƛǘπǎŜŀǎƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƘŀǎŦŀƭƭŜƴǘƻмуΣŘƻǿƴŦǊƻƳннōŜŦƻǊŜǘƘŜǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ
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Contents Summary

Most European domestic leagues have changed in the last three years

aƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ƻǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴƭŜŀƎǳŜǎƘŀǾŜǎŜŜƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘŎƘŀƴƎŜǎƛƴǘƘŜƭŀǎǘǘƘǊŜŜǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣǿƛǘƘƻǾŜǊсл҈ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎǘƘŜƛǊ
ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎŀƴŘŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ¢ƘŜŀǊǊƛǾŀƭƻŦ/h±L5πмфŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘǘƘƛǎǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎǘƻŀŘŀǇǘǊŀǇƛŘƭȅǘƻŀƴǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ

Ψ.ƛƎрΩϝ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ
Althoughthere havebeenmajor changesin 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎcompetition landscapein the last few years,the
Ψ.ƛƎ5Ωleagueshave not changedtheir format or structure since the German Bundesligaadded a
relegationplay-off in the 2008/09 season. However,France'sLigue1 is expectedto movefrom 20 teams
to 18nextseason.

Shapes and forms of top divisions and cup competitions

ϝ ¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎрΩ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ [ŀ [ƛƎŀ ƛƴ {ǇŀƛƴΣ .ǳƴŘŜǎƭƛƎŀ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ {ŜǊƛŜ ! ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎǳŜ мin France 

Number of leagues in which the 
format has changed in the last 

three years

33 (60%)

22/235
seasons

10
seasons

мр
ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ

20
seasons

25
seasons

30
seasons
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Number of countries with 
a second cup competition 

(league cup)

8
8LIE

128

bhw

12 AND
ARM
AZE
GIB
SVN

15SMR

16 BIH
FRO
KAZ
LVA
MDA
MNE

26 CLb
¦Ywϝ

32
ALB
BEL
BLR
BUL
CRO
GEO
IRL
ISL

ISR
KOS
MLT
NIR
ROU
SCO
SRB

30

LTU
MKD

64
AUT
ENG
FRA
GER
HUN
LUX

th[
thw
{¦L
{²9
²![

33
RUS

40
ITA

48 DEN

60
/½9
b95

93 TUR

110 ESP

Number of teams in competition when 
top-division sides enter

126 SVK

ну

CYP
GRE

89 EST

Round of 32 is still the most common 
entry point for top-division teams

Shapes and forms of top divisions and cup competitions

Top-division teams join in round of 32 in most countries
The most common entry point for top-tier clubs participating in their national cup
competitionis the roundof 32, with the roundof 64 the nextmostcommon. Thelongest
run to the final is in Norway,where theŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎtop teamsenter in the round of 128,
while[ƛŜŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎtop clubshavethe fewest gamesto play,enteringat the quarter-
final stage.

Late entry in some domestic cups for UEFA competition participants
There are 13 countries where some top-division teams (including those that have
qualified for UEFAcompetitions)enter later than other top-divisionsides. Thegreatest
disparity can be seen in Spain,where 16 top-division teams enter the national cup
competitionin the round of 110, but the four teamscompetingin the SpanishSuperCup
aregivenbyesuntil the roundof 32.

{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŎǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ /h±L5πмф
bƛƴŜŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎƴƻǿƘŀǾŜŀǎŜŎƻƴŘƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŎǳǇŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣCƛƴƭŀƴŘΣLŎŜƭŀƴŘΣLǊŜƭŀƴŘΣLǎǊŀŜƭΣbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴLǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ
tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭΣ{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘŀƴŘ²ŀƭŜǎΦ¢ƘǊŜŜƻŦǘƘŜŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎǘƘŀǘƘŀŘ
ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘǘƘŜƛǊƭŜŀƎǳŜŎǳǇŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎƻǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŀǎǘǎƛȄȅŜŀǊǎ
ƘŀǾŜǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘŜŘǘƘŜƳΥCƛƴƭŀƴŘΣLŎŜƭŀƴŘŀƴŘLǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ

* Ukrainian cup is not being held for the 2022/23 season
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р

¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŎǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

* In Spain, the national super cup competition involves four teams instead of two. The winners and runners-up of both the leagueand the national cup competition qualify for the super cup.  

Two-legged ties (2)

ALB
SMR

One-legged ties (31)

AND
ARM
AUT
CRO
CZE
ENG
EST
FRA

GEO
GER
GIB
HUN
IRL
ISL
ISR
LIE

[¢¦
[¦·
[±!
aY5
a[¢
b95
bLw
bhw

POL
SCO
SRB
SUI
SVN
UKR
WAL

Split: group stage, then 
one-legged ties (4) 

FIN
KAZ
RUS
SWE

25

30

Super cup competition?

Before start of 
domestic league 

season

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 
ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ

25

No

Split: one-legged ties 
then two-legged ties (18)

AZE
BEL
BIH
BLR
BUL
CYP
DEN
ESP

FRO
GRE
ITA
KOS
MDA
MNE
POR
ROU

SVK
TUR

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŎǳǇ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 

олYes

Shapes and forms of top divisions and cup competitions

Single-legged format still the most common
Thevariouscup competitionsrun by UEFAmembershavenot changedsince
last year; so, the single-leggedformat remainsthe preferred option for most
countries. Thesecondmost popularcontinuesto be a format with singlelegs
in the preliminary stagesbut a switch to two-leggedties in later rounds. In
Albaniaand SanMarino all ties are two-leggedup until the final, while the
remainingfour countriesemploya groupstageformat to start with, with clubs
then progressingto knockoutrounds.

More variations in super cup competitions emerging
This type of competition is typically held prior to the start of the
domesticleagueseason. However,in five countries(includingItaly
and Spain*) this competition is scheduledmidway through the
season. Moreover, three countriesstagetheir super cupsabroad.
Thisseason,the FrenchTrophéedesChampionswasheld in Israel,
while Italy andSpainwill hold their supercupcompetitionsin Saudi
Arabia.
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Gambling/sports betting companies 
are the most common title sponsors 
for national leagues

Gambling/sports betting companies the most common title sponsors
Thereare 16 top divisionswhose title sponsoris a gambling/sportsbetting firm. Two
pairs of leaguesshare the same title sponsor: Lithuaniaand Latvia; and Czechiaand
Slovakia. Thereare also13 top divisions(includingthe EnglishPremierLeagueand the
GermanBundesliga)that have opted for commercialstructures that do not currently
featurea namingrightspartner.

Number of top divisions 
with naming rights deals in 
place for 2022/23 (2022)

42

2( +C(
#> 6&6 5(

16 13 мо 13

Gambling/sports 
betting company

Financial service 
company

Other title
sponsor No title sponsor

/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ

/ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ
!ƭƭƛƴŀƭƭΣпнƻŦ9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎǘƻǇŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ╖ƳƻǊŜǘƘŀƴǘƘǊŜŜπ
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ╖ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅƘŀǾŜŀǘƛǘƭŜǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΦ¢ƘƛǎƛǎǘƘŜǎŀƳŜ
ŦƛƎǳǊŜŀǎƛƴǘƘŜǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎǎŜŀǎƻƴΣƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǘƘŀǘǘƘŜǊŜƘŀǎ
ōŜŜƴƭƛǘǘƭŜƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƛƳǇŀŎǘŀǎŀǊŜǎǳƭǘƻŦǘƘŜǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ¢ǿƻ
ƴŜǿŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎƘŀǾŜƎŀƛƴŜŘŀǘƛǘƭŜǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǘƘƛǎǎŜŀǎƻƴΥ
[ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎŀƴŘ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΦaŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣммŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎƘŀǾŜ
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘƻǊƭƻǎǘǘƘŜƛǊǘƛǘƭŜǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΥ!ǊƳŜƴƛŀΣ/ǊƻŀǘƛŀΣDǊŜŜŎŜΣ
LŎŜƭŀƴŘΣLǎǊŀŜƭΣYƻǎƻǾƻΣ[ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀΣaƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻΣwƻƳŀƴƛŀΣ
wǳǎǎƛŀŀƴŘ{ŜǊōƛŀΦ

wƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ
LƴŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣорŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŎǳǇŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎƘŀǾŜǎƻƭŘƴŀƳƛƴƎǊƛƎƘǘǎŦƻǊǘƘŜŎǳǊǊŜƴǘǎŜŀǎƻƴΥ
олǇǊƛƳŀǊȅŎǳǇŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎŀƴŘŦƛǾŜƭŜŀƎǳŜŎǳǇŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦDŀƳōƭƛƴƎκǎǇƻǊǘǎōŜǘǘƛƴƎ
ŦƛǊƳǎŀƴŘŦƻƻŘκŘǊƛƴƪŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎŀǊŜǎǘƛƭƭǘƘŜƳƻǎǘŎƻƳƳƻƴǘƛǘƭŜǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎŦƻǊŎǳǇ
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣōŀŎƪƛƴƎǘŜƴŀƴŘŦƛǾŜŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ
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Squad regulation and player usage

CHAPTER #03
Squadregulationandplayerusagearekeyissuesthat inform numeroushighlytopical
discussionsabout player workload, match calendars,competition formats and
structures,competitionrules,competitivebalance,transferregulationsand financial
regulations. Dataplaysa central role in shifting thesediscussionsfrom anecdotalto
evidence-based. Thischapterfocusesprimarilyon 2021/22, analysinga cross-section
of 20 domesticleagues,as well as lookingat the group stagesof recent UEFAclub
competitions,includingthoseof the 2022/23season.

SQUAD REGULATION AND PLAYER USAGE

tƭŀȅŜǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜCHAPTER 2




































































































































































































































































































































































































